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marriage with Feviile lord Latimer, could Katharine Parr have
found leisure to embroider the magnificent counterpane and
toilette-cover, which are shown at Sizergh castle as trophies, of
her industry. As the ornamental labours of the needle have
become once more a source of domestic recreation to the ladies
of England, a brief description of these beautiful and well-
preserved specimens of Katharine Parr's proficiency in that
accomplishment may not be displeasing. The material on
which both counterpane and toilette-cover are worked is the
richest white satin, of a fabric with which the production of
no modern loom can vie. The centre of the pattern is a medal-
lion, surrounded with a wreath of natural flowers, wrought in
twisted silks and bullion. A spread eagle, in bold relief, gorged
with the imperial crown, forms the middle. At each corner is a
lively heraldic monster of the dragon class, glowing with purple,
crimson, and gold. The field is gaily beset with large flowers in
gorgeous colours, highly embossed, and enriched with threads of
gold. The toilette is en suite, but of a smaller pattern. The
lapse of three centuries has scarcely diminished the brilliancy of
the colours, or tarnished the bullion; nor is the purity of the
satin sullied, though both these queenly relics have been used, on
state occasions, by the family in whose possession they have
remained as precious heirlooms and memorials of their ancestral
connection with queen Katharine Parr. The apartment which
Katharine occupied in Sizergh castle is still called " the queen's
room." It is a fine state chamber, in that ancient portion of
the castle the D'Eyncourt tower. It opens through the drawing-
room, and like that is panelled with richly-carved black oak,
which is covered with tapestry of great beauty. The designs
represent hunting in all its gradations, from a fox-chase up to a
lion hunt, varied with delineations of trees and flowers, and
surrounded with a very unique border, in which young tigers
are fighting and brandishing their claws at each other, in the
manner of enraged kittens. Splendid patterns for modern
needlework might be taken from these spirited devices. Over the
lofty carved chimney-piece are the arms of England and Prance,
supported between the lion and the Tudor dragon, with the motto
VIVAT BEG-INA. The date, 1569, proves they were put up some
years after the death of Katharine Parr, though doubtless in-
tended to commemorate the fact that this apartment waa once
honoured by her use. The bed, with its hangings of costly
crimson damask, Is shown as the veritable one in which she
reposed; but the fashion of the bedstead is too modern to favour
tke tradition.